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By Thomas Berry

The Present Human Situation can be described in three sentences:

1. In the twentieth century, the glory of the human has become the desolation of the Earth.

2. The desolation of the Earth is becoming the destiny of the human.

3. All human institutions, professions, programs and activities must now be judged primarily by the extent to which they inhibit, ignore, or foster a mutually-enhancing human-Earth relationship.

In the light of these statements, it is proposed that the historical mission of our time is:

1. To reinvent the human

2. At the species level

3. With critical reflection

4. Within the community of life systems

5. In a time-development context

6. By means of story

7. And shared dream experience.

